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PEEFACE 


The  following  letter  is  ascribed  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Tanner 
MSS.  to  Sir  William  Waller.  Its  real  authorship  is  unmistakable, 
and  if  it  had  fallen  into  Mr.  Bruce's  hands  it  would  have  formed 
part  of  the  collection  which,  after  his  death,  was  edited  for  the 
Society  by  Professor  Masson.  Its  importance  as  showing  what 
were  the  grounds  on  which  Manchester  quarrelled  with  Cromwell 
is  at  once  evident. 


LETTER 

FEOM 

THE  EAKL  OF  MANCHESTER 

TO  THE  HODSE  OF  LORDS. 

[Tanner  MSS.  vol.  Ixi.  fol.  205.] 


Dec?  1644. 

My  Lords, 

In  obedience  to  your  commands  I  shall  give  your  LoP^^  an 
account  of  that  which  with  much  trouble  I  have  of  late  laboured 
under;  the  discontents  that  have  bin  in  that  army  w*^^'  I  have  the 
honor  to  comaund.  My  Lords,  when  I  found  these  differences  in 
my  army  to  grow  to  some  height,  and  considered  the  inconveniences 
thatt  might  thence  ensue,  I  brought  to  London  twoe  persons  of  my 
army  that  were  most  concerned  in  these  differences,  and  did  represent 
to  the  Comittee  of  both  kingdoms  the  danger  and  prejudice  that  might 
thereby  arif^e  to  the  publique  service  if  some  speedie  course  should 
not  be  taken  for  removeaU  thereof.  But  the  Comittee  of  both 
kingdoms,  holding  it  unfitt  at  that  time  to  take  them  into  their 
consideracion,  when  there  was  a  necessitie  of  putting  the  armies  to 
present  action  against  the  common  enemie,  directed  mee  to 
endeavour  that  they  should  be  composed,  or  at  least  laid  aside  till 
further  lea  sure,  in  the  time  of  our  winter  quarters.  This  advice  I 
willingly  embraced,  and  did  apply  myselfe  w^^  my  full  endeavours 
to  quiett  those  distraccions  for  the  present  ;  but  this  hath  not 
satisfied  the  aimes  of  some  who  I  heare  (upon  what  grounds  I  cannot 
imagine)  doe  fixe  upon  mee  the  character  of  being  a  discountenancer 
of  honest  and  godly  men. 


2  LETTER  FROM  THE  EARL  OF  MANCHESTER 

I  cannot  but  wonder  at  soe  high  a  slaunder,  and  if  this  relate  to 
those  of  my  owne  army,  wherein  I  hope  there  are  many  honest  men, 
though  differing  in  judgement  to  what  I  profess,  yett  I  shall  appeale 
to  them  whether  I  have  at  any  time  been  failing  in  my  respects 
unto  them ;  and  I  can  say  that  upon  some  of  them  I  have  looked 
w*^  that  value  and  esteeme,  as  that  the  choice  and  approbacion  of 
most  of  the  comaunders  in  the  army  have  bin  in  their  power.  Lief- 
tennant  Generall  Cromwell  shalbe  my  compurgator  in  this  particular. 
Hee  knowes  that  I  alwaies  placed  him  in  cheefest  esteeme  and. 
creditt  with  mee.  But  it  is  true  that  of  late  I  have  not  given  soe 
free  and  full  a  power  unto  him  as  formerly  I  did,  because  I  heard 
that  he  used  his  power  soe  as  in  honor  I  could  not  avowe  him  in  it, 
and  indeed  I  grew  jealous  that  his  designes  were  not  as  he  made 
his  professions  to  mee ;  for  his  expressions  were  sometimes  against 
the  Nobillitie ;  that  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  never  a  Nobleman  in 
England,  and  he  loved  such  better  then  others  because  they  did  not 
love  lords.  He  hath  further  expressed  himselfe  w*^  contempt  of  the 
Assembly  of  Divines,  to  whome  I  pay  a  reverence,  as  to  the  most 
learned  and  Godly  convention  that  hath  bin  this  many  ages,  yett 
these  he  termed  persecutors  ;  and  that  they  persecuted  honester  men 
then  themselves.  His  animositie  against  the  Scottish  nation,  whome 
I  affect  as  joyned  w**'  us  in  solemne  league  and  covenant,  and  honor 
as  joyntly  instrumentall  w*^  us  in  the  common  cause;  yett  against 
these  his  animositie  was  such  as  he  told  me  that  in  the  way  they 
now  carried  themselves,  pressing  for  their  discipline,  he  could  as 
soone  draw  his  sword  against  them  as  against  any  in  the  king's 
army;  and  he  grew  soe  pressing  for  his  designes  as  he  told  mee 
that  he  would  not  deny  but  that  he  desired  to  have  none  in  my  army 
but  such  as  were  of  the  Independent  judgement,  giving  mee  this 
reason : — 

That  in  case  there  should  be  propositions  for  peace  or  any 
conclusion  of  a  peace  such  as  might  not  stand  with  those  ends 
that  honest  men  should  aime  at,  this  army  might  prevent  such  a 
mischeife. 


TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  3 

I  must  confess  these  speeches,  some  of  them  spoken  publiquely, 
others  privately,  yett  soe  as  I  saw  they  had  a  publique  influence 
on  the  army,  made  mee  jealous  of  his  intencions ;  and  therefore  I 
did  not  communicate  my  councells  to  him  w*^  that  freedome 
that  formerly  I  had  done  ;  and  I  hope  this  shall  not  make  such  an 
impression  upon  the  hearts  of  others  that  are  godly,  even  of  such 
as  are  of  his  judgement  soe  as  to  derogate  from  my  esteeme  in  soe 
high  a  measure  as  to  thinke  mee  fitt  to  be  stiled  an  enemie  to 
Godly  men.  My  conscience  bears  mee  witnes  that  my  afFeccions 
are  still  sett  upon  such  as  love  Christ  in  sincerity  with  the  highest 
value  ;  nay,  I  can  in  the  cleerenes  of  my  heart  profess  that  to 
those  who  have  sought  thus  to  traduce  mee  my  prayers  shalbe  that 
God  of  mercy  would  pardon  of  their  uncharitable  and  unchristian 
carriage,  and  my  endeavours  shalbe  as  farr  as  it  may  stand  with 
the  vindication  of  my  owne  integritie  to  returne  good  for  evill. 

Indorsed :  Concerning  Leiutenauant  Generall  Cromwell,  referred 
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